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General Advisory Committee 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

 

Present:  Craig Anderson, David Berg, Cecile Bedore, John Brodrick, Readus Fletcher, Paul Huot, 

Nancy Jacobsen, Peggy Kennedy, John Labosky, Lorrie Louder, Jan Mahoney, Susan 

Omoto, Ophelia Mensah, Phyllis Novitskie, Jean Shomphe, Joe Spartz, Tim Strand 

 

Excused: Dan Bostrom, Traci Gauer, Harry Melander, Kou Moua, Erin Murphy, Jean Ness, 

Dorothy Richburg, Bob Widerski 

 

Absent: Nancy Moeller 

 

Phyllis Novitskie called the meeting to order at 4:09 p.m. and announced that Peggy Kennedy would 

be filling in for Donovan Schwichtenberg.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the January 21, 2010 minutes as written.  The motion 

passed. 

 

Career Pathways  - Peggy Kennedy 

Peggy Kennedy showed a Career Pathways Academy (CPA) video that was produced by MnSAT for 

the University of Texas.  The portion shown to the advisory committee pertains to the Saint Paul 

College/Saint Paul Public Schools Career Pathways Academy program.   

 

John Labosky commented that Career Pathways was a good deal for students because students are able 

to earn both college and high school credit. 

 

Readus Fletcher asked if he could get a copy.  Peggy indicated it is marked “for internal use only.”   

She will contact the System Office to find out if it can be distributed and will report back to Readus. 

 

Centennial Update – Susan Omoto/Craig Anderson 

Susan Omoto and Craig Anderson described the Centennial celebration activities.   

The College started as a private for fee school in 1910 by the Saint Paul Builders Exchange.  Susan 

and Craig met with the Executive Director of the Builders Exchange.  The Director researched the 

Builders Exchange records and confirmed this.  At the time the school was started there was an 80% 

high school dropout rate.  The City of Saint Paul was rapidly growing and there was a need to train 

workers to assist in the building so the Builders Exchange started a school.   

 

One of the goals of the centennial celebration is to find alumni.  The Builders Exchange has offered to 

assist with this.  The College has also been in touch with the Saint Paul Public School district.   

Superintendent Silva has identified a point person to assist us.  

 

The Centennial Celebration will be an agenda item at the May 6th General Advisory meeting.   
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Center for Student Community College Student Engagement (CCSSE) – Peggy Kennedy 

Today’s packet included: 

 Overview of Community College Survey of Student Engagement (CCCSSE) 

 CCSSE’s 2009 Institutional Report  

 CCSSE”s 2009 Executive Summary 

 

Peggy reviewed the three documents.  The 2009 Institutional Report is a summary of survey 

questions.  It includes a comparison of all 2009 CCSSE Cohort Colleges and data specific to our 

College.   

 

Peggy Kennedy, Donovan Schwichtenberg, Margie Tomsic, Tom Matos and Warren Sheaffer 

attended a CCSSE conference where they received more in-depth details of the survey.  The College 

did extremely well.  It received a “gold” rating on the MnSCU accountability dashboard, and its 

results were not only #1 in the State, but #1 in the nation!  The survey results indicated that students 

are engaged in the College and satisfied with their education.    CCSSE is a tool for continuous 

improvement and provides benchmarks for comparisons every other year.   

 

Cecile Bedore asked how many students took the survey and how they were chosen.  Peggy replied 

that class lists were given to CCSSE who chose the classes they wished to survey.  About 700 students 

from our College took the survey.   

 

Cecile suggested the College market the results from this survey because it did so well.  Peggy said 

that administration is very thankful to the faculty and staff because the College did so well, but it is a 

little cautious because it scored 2 standard deviations above other colleges.  The college does not 

know why it did so well but the survey shows that students are happy with our faculty and staff.   

 

Jean Shomphe asked if the same person administered the survey to each college.  Peggy indicated the 

same survey was used but each college administered it. 

 

Susan Omoto said that all of the colleges used the same survey so even if it was flawed, all of the 

colleges would have used a flawed survey. 

 

Joe Spartz stated that the results were phenomenal.  One way the College might confirm our results 

would be to compare it to other assessment tools the College has used.  Peggy indicated that we 

typically do well and will be administering another instrument this year and the CCSSE again next 

year, but that the conditions may not the same, and the students will probably all be different.  CCSSE 

results will be shared with faculty and staff at the next in-service.  
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New Building/Parking Ramp Update – Jan Mahoney 

The College had submitted a predesign for a new building/parking ramp but it did not score high 

enough to go forward on MnSCU’s bonding list.  It has hired an architect to update the predesign to 

re-focus the project on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) subjects rather than 

Liberal Arts. The building will be down-sized and not include a parking ramp.  It will connect to the 

west side of the building.  The predesign is due to MnSCU by Fall, 2010 and will be scored in early 

2011.  It is hoped the new building project will be part of the 2012 bonding project list.   

 

As the College increases the footprint of the building, it decreases parking.  The College is slightly 

over 100% utilization and parking is tight.  A parking study has concluded that a ramp is needed.  A 

1,000 stall ramp would cost about $17million.  The College would sell revenue bonds which would be 

repaid by charging parking fees.  It would need to make payments of about $1½ million per year.   

 

There is a proposal in the legislature that would take away permission for two-year colleges to sell 

revenue bonds.  Jan was asked to for the bill number to the General Advisory Committee. 

 

David Berg asked how many parking spots the College presently has.  Jan stated that the College has 

1278 parking spots.  After subtracting the number of spots that would be lost to a new building and 

adding a parking ramp the college would have 1800 parking spots. 

 

Cecile Bedore suggested the College might want to look into leasing parking stalls from the city.  

There are a lot of open spots during the day.   

 

Lorie Louder said the Port Authority owns the Kellogg Crown Plaza lot and that there might be 

evening space available. 

 

David Berg said that there is so much competition among St. Paul parking ramps that prices are being 

driven down. 

 

It was asked if the College could use some of the cathedral’s parking lot.  Jan replied that the College 

does use the Cathedral’s lot for overload parking at the beginning of the semester and that the 

Cathedral uses our lot for special event parking. 

 

General Discussion: 

Jean Shomphe and David Berg suggested revisiting and touring the wine tasting program. 

 

Paul Huot suggested touring the culinary arts kitchen. 

 

Jean Shomphe asked if the College was involved in Green Jobs training.  Peggy indicated we have the 

solar installer training through Customized Training.  We also have an existing  energy process 

curriculum but will need additional, newer equipment to keep the program.  An ARRA grant proposal 

was submitted for this purpose.  Nancy Jacobsen said there is a wealth of information regarding green 

careers at the Career One-Stop website.  David Berg said the Welding Advisory Committee is looking 
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into green grant opportunities for equipment.  The Welding Program is also moving towards green 

recycling. 

 

Readus Fletcher announced that the Central Corridor Advisory Council has completed their task and 

the final meeting was held last week.  Readus will email the reporting link to the General Advisory 

Committee members. 

 

Chairperson’s Report – Phyllis Novitskie 

Phyllis announced that Kim Stecher has resigned because she has accepted a position in St. Louis, 

MO.   

 

There are about six open positions on the committee.  Phyllis asked for volunteers to serve on a 

Nominating Committee which will work towards filling open positions.  Jean Shomphe, Ophelia 

Mensah and Lorie Louder volunteered to serve on the Nominating Committee.  June Schifsky will 

forward to the committee the list of open positions and the list of members whose terms expires on 

June 30, 2010 and the areas they represent.  Phyllis asked everyone to review the open positions and 

determine whether they can recommend anyone to fill them.  Names and contact information should 

be forward to Phyllis or Donovan.  

 

President’s Report – Peggy Kennedy 

Last month Peggy accompanied Darleen Tareeq to a Phi Theta Kappa banquet that honored her as the 

Outstanding Student representative from Saint Paul College.  Darlene received a $1,000 scholarship.   

 

Darleen has been instrumental in building our College’s membership in PTK.  Last year our College 

had about 40 students inducted into PTK and this year over 100 students were accepted.  PTK students 

must maintain a 3.5 GPA.  The College hosted a banquet honoring these students which was well 

received by students and their families.   

 

The EARS (Early Alert Referral System) team received an award for outstanding student retention 

from the International Chair Academy. 

 

Student Success Day is scheduled for Tuesday, March 30th.  

 

The College’s Theatre and Speech department will be presenting the play “Our Town” on April 16 

and April 17th.  Complimentary tickets are available for General Advisory Committee members.  This 

is the first time since 1979 that the College has presented a live performance.  Prior to the 

performance, a dinner buffet is available for a cost of $19.00 per person. 

 

Adjournment 

Phyllis announced that the data center tour has been tabled until the May 6th meeting.  A motion was 

made and seconded to adjourn.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 5:30pm. 

 

Submitted by: 

June Schifsky 


